
 

 

 

  

 

The Chariot 
 

T. Antoni Grabiec 
 
 

Ȱ4ÈÅ Chariot is the Universal Principle and Worldly Archetype of Change and Causation. It 
is the representation of the perfect balance between Stillness and Activity, much akin to 
the Great rooted Tree by the flowing river. The Chariot symbolizes Magnificent Energy 
moving forward suddenly. In the world it is enormous change, movement, towards positive 
growths. The Chariot initiates Change reminding us who we really are at our most inner 
sanctified Core. Flow with the marvellous energy of The Chariot !ȱ 
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THE PRINCIPLES OF CHANGE, MOVEMENT, 
COMBINATION OF STILLNESS-ACTIVITY 

 
 

ȰMotion or change and identity or rest are 
the first and second secrets of nature: 

Motion and Rest. The whole code of her 
laws may be written on the thumbnail.ȱ 

 

- Emerson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chariot  in the sacred Tarot symbolizes the Universal Principle and 
Worldly Archetype of Change and Causation. This is the Holy eternal arc of 
self-confidence, for to ride the Chariot is the mark of the true Faith in Oneself 
ÁÎÄ /ÎÅȭÓ Ï×Î abilities. 
 

Taoist  philosophy states that change is successful ×ÈÅÎ ÂÏÔÈ Ȱthe great 
rooted tree by the flowing riverȱ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ Á natural setting. 
 

During times of change it is necessary to incorporate in equal proportion 
the qualities of quietude  (the great rooted tree) with activity  (the flowing 
river). The Chariot  depicts a Knight in contemplation and quietude sitting 
within his chariot readied for activity. 
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This method is shown in 3ÔÁÒ 7ÁÒÓ Ȭ4ÈÅ 0ÈÁÎÔÏÍ -ÅÎÁÃÅȭ when Jedi 
Master Qui -Gon Jin battles Darth Maul. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Superman , Lex Luther played brilliantly by Gene Hackman alludes to 
this when he states; "Some people can read War and Peace and come away 
ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕre story. Others can read the ingredients on a 
chewing gum wrapper and unlock the secrets of the Universe." Was this the 
writers salute to Ralph Waldo Emerson . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The Chariot illustrates that change is pervasive in that it touches 
every individual multi-dimensionally, which is pictured by the 
four pillars, the four wheels, and the four animals - all of these 
symbols represent the four elements or the elemental aspects of 
who we are mentally, emotionally, physically and spiritually.ȱ 
 

- Angeles Arrien (The Tarot Handbook) 
 

https://youtu.be/a2EVwr2j6tc
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The Beholder  on The Chariot  holds the Wheel of Fortune  in their hands, 
reminding us that through choice we have the ability to choose fortunate, 
positive and abundant changes for ourselves. 
 

During times of contemplation it is wise to affirm  which changes we desire 
to assist our growth and evolution  and which will be nurturing , comforting 
and supportive.   
 

The choice of selecting change that is fortunate  is also revealed by Cancer, 
the astrological crab, sitting on the ChariÏÔÅÅÒȭÓ ÈÅÁÄ. The ten crystals on 
the ÆÉÇÕÒÅȭÓ ÇÏÌÄÅÎ ÁÒÍÏÕÒ also serve as clear choices which are made. 
 

The number 10 corresponds with the Wheel of Fortune, the ten crystals are 
fortunate changes that an individual has made and thus carries past 
memories of those changes within the heart and torso of the Sacred Self. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"These crystalline motivating memories remind us 
that change is an opportunity for creating new 
realities that expand and deepen our nature.ȱ 
 

- Angeles Arrien (The Tarot Handbook) 
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The four animals in front of the chariot are symbolic representations of the 
essential ingredients that are necessary for implementing changes that are 
important personally and professionally. 
 

These are: 1) Taurus  (ÔÈÅ ÂÕÌÌȭÓ ÈÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ feet), it is important to see 
tangible results. 2) Leo (ÔÈÅ ÌÉÏÎȭÓ ÈÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÅÔ), all change requires that 
we access qualities of our creativity that we have not touched before, and 
the mutation of ÃÏÍÂÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÌÌȭÓ ÈÅÁÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÅÅÔ and the liÏÎȭÓ 
ÈÅÁÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÌÌȭÓ ÆÅÅÔ illustrates that creativity  (Leo, the lion) always 
wants to come into some tangible and useable form (Taurus , the bull). 3) 
Aquarius  (the human head and feet), all changes demand that we risk and 
initiate something new. 4) Scorpio  (ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÄȭÓ ÈÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÅÔ), successful 
change requires that we follow what has heart and meaning. The mutation 
of ÃÏÍÂÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÈÅÁÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÄȭÓ ÆÅÅÔ and the ÂÉÒÄȭÓ ÈÅÁÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
human feet illustrates that in initiating anything new (Aquar ius , the human 
head and feet) it is important to follow  what has heart and meaning 
(Scorpio , the bird). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Change is magical, like the Abracadabra writing on the 
canopy of the Chariot. When we combine our emotional 
nature (the blue, oceanic canopy) with our mind and life 
force (the white air and uncontainable wind), we can 
produce tangible results (the earth animals) that have 
been fired and stimulated by the motivating force of 
intuition (the fire chariot).ȱ 
 

- Angeles Arrien (The Tarot Handbook) 
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Change is for the purpose of reminding us who we really are. The yellow 
brick road  is the royal road of spiritual growth and evolution. Our choices 
during times of change are ultimately correct and motivate a deeper 
commitment to the original purpose of personal and transpersonal 
existence. 
 

In the sparkling Animals Divine Companion Tarot  by Lisa Hunt, the 
Chariot  takes the resplendent form of the Norse goddess Freya. This 
shining figure symbolizes departure, experiencing the world and deliberate 
actions on the part of the Beholder . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The goddess rides a golden boar, an emblem of her 
majestic power. The cosmic sky is symbolic of the journey 
into new territory of undiscovered pastures. The seven 
comets signify divine and cosmic energy. The emerging 
ÌÙÎØ ÇÕÉÄÅÓ ÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÓ ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÅÙÅÓÉÇÈÔȢ &ÒÅÙÁȭÓ ÃÌÏÁË 
is decorated with swirling vines, symbolic of the new life 
that the traveller is forging for themselves.ȱ 
 

- Lisa Hunt (Animals Divine Companion) 
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The endless weavings gather more threads along the journey, helping to 
shape ÏÎÅȭÓ life tapestry. The ÇÏÄÄÅÓÓȭÓ ÂÒÁÉÄ represents the life force and is 
the source of courage and strength . 
 

Freya is the Norse goddess of the Vanir . She is a fertility goddess who 
presides over marriage, sexual love and childbirth . The golden boar  upon 
which she rides exemplifies her divine power and strength. She is a fearless 
warrior goddess who seized half the men who had mortally fallen in battle 
to join her in her Great Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The other half followed Odin  to Valhalla . Mortals and immortals alike 
admire her renowned beauty. She was summoned on issues of love. It is said 
her cloak possesses magical attributes that enable her to shapeshift into a 
falcon. 
 

&ÒÅÙÁȭÓ powerful spirit  serves as an inspiration. Her steadfast 
determination infects us as we triumphantly  acquire a sense of purpose in 
our actions. By exiting territory  that is familiar to us  we have the ability  to 
make dramatic changes  to our lives that will facilitate continued creative 
growth and individuality . The magical nature of animals feeds our 
inspiration, they help guide us beyond the mundane. Through the threshold 
of expectation is a world filled with wonderful and endless possibilities . 
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Within the elegant Fantastical Creatures Tarot  illustrated by Lisa Hunt, 
written by D.J. Conway, the Chariot  arrives in the form of the Centaurs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The Centaurs from Greek mythology have the upper body, head, 
arms of a human and the lower body and legs of a stallion. One 
branch of centaurs were aggressive, wild, lecherous and loved to 
cause chaos. The other branch were skilled wizards and 
shapeshifters who used their ancient healing wisdoms and 
teachings to help people. Thus it is important to maintain control 
and balance in both aspects of our physical and spiritual nature. 
Only when both sides are in balance can our Chariot remain true 
and on course.ȱ 
 

- Lisa Hunt and D.J. Conway (Fantastical Creatures Tarot) 
 
 

If you sustain your efforts during a conflict and struggle, you will win  in the 
end. This card also represents unexpected good news, travel and a great 
change in your life . Practice self-control to reach your goals. 
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The Robin Wood Tarot  by Robin Wood demonstrates that the Chariot  is 
symbolized by work, travel, purpose, with problems falling behind the 
Traveller  on the road. Triumph , harmony and balance shed new light. 
Controlling forces which may have been conflicting before, come together 
to form a working whole. 
 

In the glowing Haindl Tarot  by Hermann Haindl, the Chariot  represents 
Cheth (fence) and Hagall  (H) hailstones. A boat with wheels rushes through 
a rough sea. The boat is red, the color is energy. A red glow surrounds the 
figure in the boat. Above is a mythical beast, part boar , part wolf . It 
signifies our deepest fears, unnameable wind and wildness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


