
 

 

 

  

 

The High Priestess 
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Ȱ4ÈÅ (ÉÇÈ 0ÒÉÅÓÔÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÌ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ 7ÏÒÌÄÌÙ !ÒÃÈÅÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ )ÎÔÕÉÔÉÏÎȟ 
Independence, Self-Trust and Self-Resourcefulness. This wonderful archetype reminds us to 
come into full balance with our Chi, to keep hold of both our Strength and Softness and not 
sacrifice either. The journey of the High Priestess is the return to the oasis within. The time 
has come to delve deeply into the recesses of your Sacred Self, to take the journey of Light 
and Knowledge. 4ÈÅ ÔÏÏÌÓ ÏÆ ×ÉÓÄÏÍȟ ÉÎÔÕÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÉÆÅÓÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕÒÓȦȱ 
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THE PRINCIPLE OF INTUITION, SELF-TRUST 
AND SELF-RESOURCEFULNESS 

 
 

ȰFor self is a sea boundless and measureless.ȱ 
 

- K. Gibran (The Prophet) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The High Priestess  represents the Universal Principle and Worldly 
Archetype of Intuition , Independence, Self-Trust, and Self-Resourcefulness. 
She is Isis , the eternal virgin and Artemis , the Huntress of sacred myth, 
clothed in the luminous veil of light, the manifestation of the spirit. In 
Oriental mythology she is Kuan Yin , the Goddess of Compassion. 
 

With her resplendent form comes the gift of insight, intuition  and 
concentration. She is an androgynous figure who archetypally represents 
balance, a positive sense of superiority, an austere person who is both wise 
and helpful. 
 
From the naval up, the figure is all curved lines, soft, magnetic, ying , and 
receptive. From the naval down, the figure is all straight lines, strong, 
dynamic, yang, and assertive. 
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This archetype serves as a strong reminder that we are not to sacrifice our 
strength for our softness  or our softness for strength . The High Priestess 
with her sun/ moon ÃÒÏ×Î ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÅÁÃÈ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ 
equal balance in strengt h and softness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The crystals represent the multifaceted aspects of intuition 
that are present at each level of consciousness: mental intuition 
(the triangular crystal); emotional intuition (the round crystal); 
spiritual insight (the diamond crystal), and physically 
registered information (the octagonal crystal). Intuition is akin 
ÔÏ ȰÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÌÁËÅȱ - reflective, contained, deep and always 
present, waiting to be accessed and trusted.ȱ 
 

- The Tarot Handbook (Angeles Arrien) 
 
 

This archetype of Brilliance  also represents the journey homeward and 
the return to oneself. The camel within the oasis symbolizes the return to 
the inner oasis and garden within. The camel represents self-resourcefulness 
in its capacity to go long barren distances, yet always finds the oasis, the 
sacred water of Self. 
 

Astrologically, the High Priestess  is card number 2, its element is Water, 
and modality is Cardinal. The planet is Aries  and the ruler is the Moon . Its 
season is Spring . Within Alchemy it is Secundus Agens. Its mythical 
correspondence is Taurt, Isis, Ishtar, Diana, Arianrhod, Morrigu and Sophia. 
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Within the Magnificent Fantastical Creatures  Tarot, written by Lisa Hunt 
and illustrated by D.J. Conway, the High Priestess was known to the Ancient 
Egyptians as Ua Zit. The striking Cobra goddess appears on the crowns of 
the Pharaohs as the uraeus , the upraised cobra. 
 

Ua Zit appears in a variety of forms; a winged cobra, a crowned cobra, a 
woman wearing a vulture headdress and the red crown of Upper Egypt. In 
human form she holds a papyrus sceptre  with a long snake entwined 
around it. Ua Zit is closely connected with the God Ra and the goddess Isis . 
The scrolls and the hieroglyphs represent hidden spiritual mysteries and 
the ancient magikal practises of Old. 
 

Her appearance signifies that a secret will be revealed. Use your own 
intuition to understand and solve a problem. She also represents an 
ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÉÎ Á ÍÁÎȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ. 
 

Use this card to represent the Goddess on the altar and during meditation, 
to help seek your spiritual path and see into the future. Can also be used in 
protection spells, particularly for Major changes. 
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In the sparkling Animals Divine  Tarot, written by Lisa Hunt, the High 
Priestess is symbolized by Bast from the Egyptian mythos. This archetype is 
connected to the age-old practise of seeking Knowledge , following your 
intuition . 
 

The seed of Knowledge  has been planted: the spirals represent the 
unending quest for wisdom and the continuous season of change and 
renewal. The gemstone on the forehead is the third eye , gateway to 
enlightenment. The power of the gemstone imbues us with purity  and self-
illumination . The ethereal cats in the background are our spiritual guides; 
the stars are beacons of deeper understanding, illuminating our path  as we 
continue on our journey to new heights of personal awareness. 
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"The Egyptians revered a cat goddess, Bast, whose lively presence protected 
the population from vermin and assured fecundity and health. She was a 
benevolent deity whose worshipers responded to her kindness with much 
jubilation. Every year thousands would make the pilgrimage by barge to 
Bubastis, the center place of her worship. Music, dance, drink, and victuals 
were plentiful during one of the most popular festivals in ancient Egypt. 
 
As the daughter/wife of the sun god Ra, Bast was the deliverer of the 
morning sunrays and was also associated with the lunar mysteries of the 
ÎÉÇÈÔȢ 3ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÅÙÅ ÏÆ 2Áȱ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȾÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ 
from his enemies. Sometimes she is depicted as a lion-headed goddess 
Sekhmet; some think that this earlier Egyptian goddess incarnation 
represents a ferocious, darker side of Bast. Later representations show Bast 
as a regal, approachable cat-headed goddess who is adorned with jewels and 
is carrying a breastplate with a lion head attached to it.ȱ 
 

- Animals Divine (Lisa Hunt) 
 
 

In ancient Egypt, a cat reinforced the well-being of a household and to kill 
one was punishable by death. So important were these domestic beasts 
that upon a ÃÁÔȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ, the family would mourn the loss by shaving their 
eyebrows and having the cat mummified and buried in one of the many cat 
cemeteries scattered throughout Egypt. 
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Cats are still one of the most popular animals in the world. Many believe 
that cats possess certain powers of intuition  and their connection with 
nocturnal activities supports the belief that they are symbols of magic, 
fertility , and lunar cycles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Within the gracious Connolly  Tarot, created by Eileen Connolly and Peter 
Paul Connolly, the High Priestess is represented by a Powerful yet gentle 
female, sitting between the positive and negative aspects of life, shown by 
the two pillars . At her feet is the lunar crescent, glowing with mysterious 
secrets. In order to come back to our true Self, we must go beyond the gold 
gates of wisdom on our Life path. 
 

This is unseen Wisdom, the activity beneath the surface of the sacred Self. 
The whole picture cannot be seen at this point, there is much depth  yet to 
be discovered. 
 

Contained within the alluring  Shadowscapes Tarot, by Stephanie Pui-Mun 
Law and Barbara Moore, the High Priestess opens herself to the everlasting 
sky. She basks in the radiance the stars cast upon her upturned cheeks. She 
soaks in that tremulous, incandescent light, feeling the glow within her 
mind, opening corridors, dancing into filig ree patterns. 
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"The stars chant: We were here when the mountains were young and the sea 
×ÁÓ ÏÎÌÙ Á ÄÒÅÁÍȣȢ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÌÌÓ ÂÌÏÏÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÕÎÔÌÅÓÓ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 
ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓȣȢ ×ÅȭÖÅ ×ÁÔÃÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÏÕÄÓ ÐÁÉÎÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÖÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ Á ÓÌÏ× ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ 
ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÉÅÓȣȢ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÓÐÅÁËȢ 
 
The owl hoots in the darkness, calling out to his mistress with the music of the 
night. His white feathers gleam in the moonlight, as if with a light from within. 
He glides through the darkness to come to rest near her. 
 
In the gloom, the night is full of whispers ɀ the secret knowledge of the stars, the 
trees, and of the earth. The spirits of each murmur their collected stories and 
their wisdom in a sibilant descant. 
 
She weaves those sounds through her fingers, drawing the voices into physical 
ÂÅÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÆÉÎÇÅÒÓȟ Á ÆÉÌÉÇÒÅÅ ËÅÙ ÃÏÁÌÅÓÃÅÓȢ 3ÈÅ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÅ Ï×Ì ÔÏ ÈÅÒȢ Ȱ4ÁËÅ 
ÔÈÉÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÒÅÒ ÏÆ ÓÅÃÒÅÔÓȢȱ ÓÈÅ ÔÅÌÌÓ ÈÉÍȢȱ 
 

- Shadowscapes Companion (Stephanie Pui-Mun Law & Barbara Moore) 
 
 

The insights of wisdom, Knowledge , learning, intuition , purity  and virtue are 
all mysteries which are explored and contained together, holding hands 
with this divine goddess. She lifts her arms out, and in that gesture, her very 
body becomes the living symbol of a chalice. The owl  is a Sacred keeper of 
Knowledge, bearing a key to unlock hidden mysteries. The pomegranate  
(fruit of fertility and death) is an icon of Persephone , who tasted the seeds 
and thus tied herself to Hades. The moons embroidered upon her garments 
wax and wane, the new crescent and gibbous moons that create the full cycle 
embraced in one, teaching us that Life also moves in stages. 
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In the blessed Haindl  Tarot created by Hermann Haindl, the High Priestess 
is the Goddess, manifested as the moon , the seas, the night and the Earth . 
Light fills the card, radiating from her palms, pouring down from a globe 
over her head. Her dress seems to pour down like rain on the camel and 
the dark land. She is the divine life principle . 
 

It is a time for quiet, looking inward, seeking peace, using feeling and 
intuition  to find Joy within. This can also signify a lover who needs solitude, 
who avoids commitment in romance. It can also be a time for action, for 
involvement with others. 
 

In the scholarly text Learning the Tarot  by Joan Bunning, the High 
Priestess is the Guardian of the Unconscious. She sits in front of the thin veil 
of awareness which is all that separates us from our inner landscape. She 
contains within herself the Secret of the Realms and offers us the silent 
ÉÎÖÉÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ȰBe still and know that I am GodȱȢ 
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"The High Priestess is the feminine principle that balances the 
masculine force of the Magician. The feminine archetype in the 
Tarot is split between the High Priestess and the Empress. The High 
Priestess is the mysterious unknown that women often represent, 
especially in cultures that focus on the tangible and known. The 
%ÍÐÒÅÓÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÕÃÉÂÌÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȢȱ 
 

- Learning the Tarot (Joan Bunning) 
 
 

In readings, the High Priestess  poses a challenge for you to go deeper - to 
look beyond the obvious, surface situation to what is hidden and obscure. 
She also asks you to recall the vastness of your potential and to remember 
the unlimited possibilities you hold within Yourself. 
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The High Priestess  can represent a time of waiting and allowing. It is not 
always necessary to act to achieve your goals. Sometimes they can be 
realized through a stillness  that gives desire a chance to flower within the 
fullness of time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Within the learned Book of Thoth  written by magister Aleister Crowley, the 
High Priestess refers to the Hebrew letter Gimel (meaning Camel). The card 
refers to the Moon , a universal symbol of femininity, going from highest to 
lowestȢ #ÒÏ×ÌÅÙ ÓÔÁÔÅÓȠ ȰÔÈÅ High Priestess is the first card which connects 
the Supernal Triad with the Hexad; and her path, as shown in the diagram, 
makes a direct connection between the Father in his highest aspect, and the 
Son in his most perfect manifestation. This path is in exact balance in the 
middle pillar. There is here, therefore, the purest and most exalted 
conception of the MoonȢȱ 
 



12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The card represents the most spiritual form of Isis the Eternal Virgin; the 
Artemis of the Greeks. She is clothed only in the luminous veil of light. It is 
important for high initiation to regard Light not as the perfect manifestation 
of the Eternal Spirit, but rather as the veil which hides that Spirit. It does so 
all the more effectively because of its incomparably dazzling brilliance. Thus 
she is light and the body of light. She is the truth behind the veil of light. She 
is the Soul of Light. Upon her knees is the bow of Artemis, which is also a 
musical instrument, for she is huntress, and hunts by enchantment. 
 
Now, regards this idea as from behind the Veil of Light, the third Veil of the 
original Nothing. This light is the menstruum of manifestation, the goddess 
Nuith, the possibility of Form. This first and most spiritual manifestation of 
the feminine takes to itself a masculine correlative, by formulating in itself 
any geometrical point from which to contemplate possibility. This virginal 
goddess is then potentially the goddess of fertility. She is the idea behind all 
form; as soon as the influence of the triad descends below the Abyss, there is 
the completion of concrete idea.ȱ 
 

- The Book of Thoth (Aleister Crowley) 
  


